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DIARY OF EVENTS

Welcome to all our supporters and members. Thank you to all those who have
volunteered their time and energy over the last few months: we hope you enjoy our
Summer 2010 newsletter!

newsletter

Friday July 9th – BBQ and Disco and talent show – 6-9 pm
at Haslemere School, Haslemere Avenue, Mitcham

Monday July 12th – Film – Age of Stupid – at 7.30 pm in
Starbucks, Raynes Park

Sunday July 18th – The Big Lunch – Picnic – 12 noon-2pm
at the Phipps Bridge Community Garden, Phipps Bridge
Road

Sunday September 5th – The Green Day Out – 12 noon-4
pm at Morden Hall Park

See  page 2 for further details
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The evening will be the culmination of the school’s
One World Week celebrating different cultures, with
activities in the school throughout the week.

Sustainable Merton will be there for our third
Community Engagement activity for the London
Low Carbon Zone Project.

A free showing!

http://www.myraynespark.co.uk/starbucks/movie-
night-the-age-of-stupid

Come to a unique viewing of the award-winning
Age of Stupid on our big screen!

Oscar-nominated Pete Postlethwaite stars as a
man living alone in the devastated future world of
2055, looking at old footage from 2008 and asking:
why didn’t we stop climate change when we had
the chance?

For more information visit: www.ageofstupid.net

You are warmly invited to a picnic at the Phipps
Bridge Community Garden.

Come and share in some of the produce we have
grown, and bring some food and/or drink to
contribute to the event. The picnic is organised by
Sustainable Merton and Groundwork London.

For directions to the garden phone
07956170141.

 is part of a national
Campaign to get people talking and eating with
their neighbours. See www.thebiglunch.com or if
you want to organise your own,local event contact
info@thebigkunch.com ( 0845 850 8181).

Building on last two successful events, this year the
aim is for over a thousand visitors. There will be fun
activities in the field next to the Stable Block, with a
wide variety of stalls providing information, displays
and interactive elements from local and national
organisations relating to recycling, energy saving,
transport, growing food and general 'green living'
within the picturesque parkland of Morden Hall.
There will be something for the whole family.
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At last we will have our own space where we
can coordinate activities, hold meetings, store
equipment and where we can open our doors
as a ‘drop in’ centre to answer questions on
sustainability. And enjoy the sociable aspects of
having a meeting place.

We are also right next door to the National
Trust’s Living Green Centre Project.

We move in on the 3rd of July, to a room on the
first floor of The Old Boiler Room which is in the
same block as the craft workshops at Morden
Hall Park.

We would appreciate office equipment and are
looking for volunteers to give their time, skills
and knowledge. Contact Tom
tjwalsh@hotmail.com

The Heritage Lottery Fund’s London
Committee met on 10th June and have
approved the National Trust’s application for a
grant of £990,000 towards the Heart of the
Park project. This is fantastic news and means
that all the hard work that has gone into the
project, since 2007 when the previous lottery
application was unsuccessful, has really paid
off.

The Fund’s grant is just one part of the
fundraising plan for the project and they are
fundraising to meet the shortfall of about
£330,000. Thanks to everyone for your support
and input into the project so far. The next few
months will be very busy, but very exciting and
they will shortly be setting up a blog to enable
people to follow the project’s progress.

The second event to engage the community in
this project was held at the Benedict School
Fair on the 19th June and Sustainable Merton
volunteers explained the project to parents
while the children enjoyed doing a wildlife quiz
with many prizes.
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Steve Bettell, the co-ordinator of
our schools garden project, had
the very happy task of delivering
nearly £3,500 worth of tools and
gardening equipment to no less
than 8 schools in Merton during
May.

The project was commissioned by
Donna Neblett, the Mitcham
cluster co-ordinator, and the
money for the tools came from
generous grants awarded to us
by Capital Growth in London and
The Holy Trinity Church in
Wimbledon.

The project which started last
September has been backed by
more than a dozen Sustainable
Merton volunteers and has helped

several hundred Merton kids learn
how to grow food and flowers in
their own schools.

The delivery of
so many tools
and so much
equipment is
the happy
culmination of
a very
successful
project, and
because we
were ordering
so much, we
were given
discounts of

up to 25% which made the funds
go further.

The generous discounts were
kindly offered by, Quality Garden
Tools, Homebase, Merton and
Morden Hall Garden Centre.
Morden Hall Garden Centre also
told us that for every £100 of
receipts that we could show as
having been spent with them they
would give Sustainable Merton a
£25 voucher for further
purchases.

NB. The schools to benefit were,
Haslemere, Benedict, Singlegate,
Bond, St Marks, Merton Abbey,
St Peter and Paul and Cranmer.

Sustainable Merton’s schools garden project success

Sustainable Merton is backing a new project
started by Alban Thurston which will promote:

 Major savings on your home’s energy bills;

 Near-zero carbon emissions from the
power you generate at home;

 A tax-free, low-risk investment, index-
linked & government-backed for 25 years.

This is exciting news for homeowners as this can
happen thanks to the government’s new ‘feed-
in’ tariffs, designed to reward homeowners for
generating renewable energy at home.

The idea is to make it cheaper for you to enter
the booming market for low-carbon renewables.

Lowering the cost of solar kit is how we believe
households should benefit.

Juice from Your Roof is a not-for-profit buyers’
club, intended to secure bulk discounts from
reputable installers of solar panels. Already
buyers’ clubs in Marlow & High Wycombe have
negotiated discounts as high as 20% off solar
gear.

Join now, and add your name to Merton’s
homeowners’ buying muscle!  Your membership
of Juice from Your Roof costs nothing. Email
Alban.Thurston@dsl.pipex.com, including ‘JFYR’
in your email’s subject line.

Make money from solar energy with Juice From Your Roof
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 (TTW) had a stall
outside  the Wimbledon
Books and Music shop
along with other groups
including Friends of the
Earth on the day of the
Wimbledon Village Fair.

 They have also set up
the

, which has met
several times to talk
about  the many exciting options available, to help
more people in Wimbledon start growing their own

food. There is much
demand for this in
Wimbledon, for example in
May 2010,  803 people
were on the waiting list for
an allotment. The Group
are keen to keep plans
realistic and achievable,
and so they have decided

to focus on obtaining a piece of land in
Wimbledon. Several potential pieces of land have
been found and they are talking to the council and

others about getting permission to use one or
more of them. One potential site is around the
Atkinson Morley Hospital, between Wimbledon
Common and Coombe Lane. Others are around
Wimbledon and Raynes Park. As soon as they
have permission for a piece of land, work will start
on  it  so please let them know if you are
interested in joining. Find out more about the
Wimbledon Food Group at:
www.wimbledonfoodgroup.weebly.com;
or www.projectdirt.com/group/transitiontownwimbledon

are also in the process of setting up an
 the idea of which is to focus on

raising awareness  about the  practical issues
associated with the challenge of reducing the UK's
carbon footprint by 80% by 2050.  Ultimately the
goal would be to develop an "energy decent plan"
for Wimbledon in conjunction with other
community-based organisations.

 The intention is to launch this group in September
2010, and proposed activties  include a
presentation on "Peak Oil" from an energy
specialist and a visit to the Carshalton Eco House.

To find out more contact Richard Davies
richardlangtondavies@googlemail.com

Transititon Town Wimbledon update

(http://cleanenergycashback.org/) is the government’s new set of
rewards for homeowners who to promote energy generation at home via low-carbon
methods.  Comment on FiTs in the personal finance pages has been overwhelmingly
positive. For independent information, Google “feed-in tariffs”, or check  out:

www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/uk_supply/energy_mix/renewable/feedin_t
ariff/feedin_tariff.aspx

www.guardian.co.uk/money/2010/feb/06/solar-power-bright-investment

Clean Energy Cashback 4

Merton Council’s Department of the
Environment and Regeneration asked for
organisations to submit the numbers of
volunteers who had completed more than
100 hours, for a prize draw.

As approximately 45 volunteers at the
Garden project have done more than
2,000 hours over the past year, we had
plenty of names to submit, and were lucky
enough to win a prize of £750 in the draw.

The prize will be used for equipment for
the Project. So, thanks to all our
volunteers!

Sustainable Merton volunteers win prize


