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Welcome to all our supporters and members. Thank you to all those who have volunteered their 

time and energy over the last few months: we hope you enjoy our Autumn/Winter Newsletter. 

 

OUR NEWS 

Sustainable Merton office and drop in centre 

Sustainable Merton will have its AGM on Thursday 29th November at the Guardian Centre, 67 

Clarendon Road, London, SW19 2DX. The business part of the AGM will start at 7.30pm with a 

speaker and an open discussion on the coming year for Sustainable Merton and the Green Deal 

starting at 8.15pm. Refreshments will be available.   

Our office is generally open on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10am to 3pm, so do 

drop in if you would like to discuss projects or ideas.  

Directions – From the Morden Hall Park garden centre go through the archway into the park and 

turn right. Then enter by the door marked ’Boiler House’ and we are upstairs on the left.
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Green Deal Forum 

On Tuesday 16th October Sustainable Merton organised a Green Deal Forum with the London 

Borough of Merton, held in the Council Chamber at the Civic Centre. The key aim of the forum was 

to bring together as many stakeholders as possible from across SW London to share their combined 

knowledge. The other aim of the forum was to record a list of all the areas which caused the 

delegates concern about how the Green Deal can best be delivered. The list of concerns has been 

passed on to the Department of Energy and Climate Change and the Greater London Authority for 

them to consider and respond.  

The forum was chaired by Merton’s Director of the Environment, Chris Lee, and speakers included: 

Simon Wyke (GLA); Minka McInerney (LB Haringey); Russell Smith (Parity Projects); Graham Petersen 

(Greener Jobs Alliance); Diane Sterck (Merton Chamber of Commerce); James Lloyd (National Trust) 

and Tom Walsh (Sustainable Merton). Attendees were from seven neighbouring boroughs, including 

council officers, councillors, local businesses and community group representatives.  

The forum finished with a discussion on the Green Deal highlighting concerns and thoughts about 

the Green Deal and where to go from here. The concerns that were raised at the forum included: 

how to mitigate the risk of low uptake of the Green Deal; warranties for products bought under the 

Green Deal; and the fact that the Green Deal’s Golden Rule (that loan repayments will never be 

greater than the energy bill savings) cannot be guaranteed, which if broken could look bad for 

voluntary organisations involved in advising householders.  

The forum was just the first step in exploring the Green Deal locally and whilst there are concerns, 

there is also potential for organisations to work together within and across neighbouring boroughs.  

 

The Challenge Network 

On the 30th September, we had the pleasure of 

working with 60 young people from the Challenge 

Network. We invited them down to our newest 

land project and they worked really hard to clear 

dozens of square yards of bramble, move tons of 

fly tipped rubbish into a huge trailer and litter pick 

the area too. 

  

The youngsters, all between the age of 16 and 17, 

were there with their team leaders from the 

Challenge Network and were supported by 13 

members of our team as well as local allotmenteers. We hope to be able to work with the Network 

again next year. 
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Melrose School 

For the past couple of months Sustainable Merton 

volunteers have been working with staff and pupils from 

Melrose School. The overall aim of the work is to help staff 

and pupils at the school to rejuvenate their outdoor space. 

The main focus recently has been the pond and its 

surrounding area, whilst tree planting will be happening 

during winter.  

 

 

 

 

Sustainable Food for Merton 

Merton schools win prize for home-grown produce 

Sustainable Merton has awarded prizes to 

two local schools for their outstanding 

food-growing gardens. Singlegate Primary 

School in Colliers Wood and Poplar Primary 

School in Morden both won garden centre 

vouchers in the competition, announced in 

the spring to encourage schools and other 

community groups to grow their own food.  

 

“Poplar School is delighted to receive this award which 

recognises all the hard work and enthusiasm that the 

children and staff have given to our very successful 

allotment,” said Mrs Davies, Headteacher. 

“We will spend the vouchers getting the garden ready for 

next year’s growing season, when we plan to have more 

variety and try things we haven’t grown before” said 
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Margaret Rogers, from Singlegate.  

Sustainable Merton has been inspiring and coordinating Merton’s food-growing spaces as part of the 

Capital Growth initiative to set up 2,012 growing spaces in London by the end of 2012.  

Caroline Pankhurst, who presented the prizes on behalf of Sustainable Merton, said: “The gardens at 

these two schools are truly inspirational. It’s amazing to see how much food they’ve grown and to 

meet the children who have enjoyed their gardening so much. I really hope that more people will be 

inspired to grow their own food next year”. 

Merton currently has 38 food growing spaces, of the 1,919 registered so far across London.  

If you’d like to set up a new space, please get in touch with Sustainable Merton or Capital Growth. 

Poplar Primary School sold some of its produce and chutney at its Farmers Market on Thursday 25 

October.  

Transition Town Wimbledon

Abundance Wimbledon 

The fruit picking season has come to an 

end and Abundance Wimbledon has had 

another good year! It was a difficult 

growing season for fruit this year, with 

some late frosts followed by three cold wet 

months. Despite this, volunteers picked 

over a tonne (1000 kg) of fruit that would 

otherwise go to waste and turned this into 

all sorts of preserves and bakes, put it into 

freezers and gave away over 300kg to local 

good causes, such as The Wimbledon 

Guild, the YMCA and Faith in Action. 

Fruit Day is the main fund raising event for Abundance and was on September 15th at St Mark’s 

Church garden and hall, in the centre of Wimbledon. Hundreds of people came along to buy jams, 

jellies, chutneys, fruit cakes and pies, made with donated and foraged fruit.  

People could taste apple, pear or grape juice fresh from the fruit press, or sample the range of jams 

and jellies including unusual flavours such as rosehip or rowan, all for free. They could also learn how 

easy it is to put a fruit pie together or find out about the different varieties of fruit (including the 

important ‘Merton’ varieties) and about bee-keeping in Wimbledon.  There were plenty of fruity 

activities for all ages, such as the ‘longest peel’ competition, fruit printing, decorate-a-biscuit or 

using the peeler-corer-slicing contraption! Or visitors could just relax in the sunny garden and listen 

to the fabulous International Ukelele Orchestra.  
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Picking and making has come to an end for this year and plans are already being made for 2013. 

Abundance Wimbledon is running at just about full capacity now, making it difficult to expand 

geographically. But if anyone would like to set up Abundance Morden or Abundance Mitcham, or be 

involved in projects there, please get in touch by emailing abundancewimbledon@gmail.com and we 

can help you get a new project off the ground. There are probably lots of unpicked fruit trees and 

many kind people who are willing to help - we’ve already had enquiries from these areas. The 

challenge is just to get everyone working together.  

THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT 

How often do you hear council officials say “I can’t do that as my hands are tied”? Well the 

Sustainable Communities Act provides a way of breaking down some of these barriers. It allows 

anyone to ask government to make changes which would allow things to be done locally to the 

benefit of the community and it obliges government to take these requests seriously.  

For people to use the Sustainable Communities Act, a council needs to agree to it. So if you would 

like Merton Council let you put forward your ideas to government, then you should write to the 

council. You can get more information and see a sample letter on the website http://lw-

unlockdem.bluestatedigital.com. 

Ideas that can be put forward under the Sustainable Communities Act should benefit the local 

community by improving the environment, the local economy, social inclusion or participation in 

democracy. The sort of changes you can ask for are a change in law or how things are organized. It 

could involve a transfer of power or money from central to local control or providing new powers. 

So, in contrast to most legislation which gives powers to institutions, the Sustainable Communities 

Act empowers ordinary people to instigate change. Following the initial launch of the Sustainable 

Communities Act, 300 ideas were put forward.  

Here are some of the ideas that were accepted from the first round: 

 allowing councils to give business rates discounts to local shops and businesses;  

 banning the sale of alcohol below cost price;  

 the protection of gardens from development;  

 enabling people to sell excess produce from allotments;  

 allowing communities to keep additional business rates and councils to sell renewable 
electricity.  
 

The Act has been changed to make it easier to put forward ideas and is now being re-launched. 

Already, Sheffield and Pendle councils have agreed to use the new act and it’s up to us to persuade 

Merton Council to do the same! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:abundancewimbledon@gmail.com
http://lw-unlockdem.bluestatedigital.com/
http://lw-unlockdem.bluestatedigital.com/
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Living Green Centre 

London’s first Archimedes Screw hydroelectric turbine to start turning at Morden Hall Park on 2 

November 2012  

 

National Trust Morden Hall Park has now completed its installation of an Archimedes Screw 

hydroelectric turbine in the River Wandle in Morden. On Friday 2 November, the turbine was turned 

on by Sir Simon Jenkins, Chair of the National Trust, and the Rt Hon Ed Davey, Secretary of State for 

Energy and Climate Change.  

 

The Archimedes Screw turbine will generate enough electricity to power the Park’s new award-

winning visitor centre and education centre. The installation is the final phase of an exciting 2-year 

project to transform the park’s semi-derelict stable 

yard into a vibrant new visitor centre which is 

expected to be the most energy efficient historic 

building in the country. The turbine will contribute 

to energy needs which are also being met by three 

different sorts of solar panels, an air source heat 

pump and a wood burning stove. Supported by a 

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant, the Archimedes 

Screw turbine phase of the project is also being 

funded by City Bridge Trust and Thames Water.  

The Archimedes Screw has been installed in the 

River Wandle, behind the Grade II listed Snuff Mill 

and the original waterwheel which was also 

conserved last year. The turbine acts as a modern 

waterwheel, harnessing the power of the river to 

generate electricity. It is estimated that it will 

generate 59,000 kWh a year – enough for about 16 average households. Fish and eel passes have 

been installed next to the turbine.  

The newly restored Victorian stable yard at Morden Hall Park houses a permanent, interactive 

“Livinggreen” exhibition about sustainable green living and renewable energy, a changing 

community exhibition area, National Trust offices, craft stalls for local artists, water-saving eco loos 

and a small café.  The stable yard and the turbine provide an excellent opportunity for local people 

to learn about renewable energy and water power.  
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“We are very excited to have installed a modern ‘water wheel’ to harness the power of the river,” 

says National Trust property manager, Zoë Colbeck.  “It is the final stage of a pioneering project and 

also takes us back to the reason the park exists – water power.”  

The Archimedes Screw turbine was installed by Mackley Construction and Hallidays Hydropower.   

Visitors will be able to see the turbine on regular tours. Find out more about the project here: 

http://nationaltrust-mordenhallpark.blogspot.com.  

Local Groups 

20’s PLENTY FOR MERTON! 
 

The ‘20’s Plenty for Merton’ campaign was launched at a meeting at Raynes Park Library on Oct 17th. 
The campaign is asking for 20mph on most roads across Merton.  
 
People gathered to hear an inspiring discussion led by Norman Baker (Transport Minister), Rod King 
(leader of the national 20’s Plenty campaign) and Andrew Wakefield (chairman of the Merton 
Partnership Transport Action Group). In a recent report to Parliament, child casualties fell by 67% 
when 20mph was introduced.  The introduction of 20 mph limits in Portsmouth, Oxford and Bristol 
has been popular and these schemes are supported by NICE (National Institute of Clinical Excellence) 
and the Association for Directors of Public Health. 
 
So if you want safer streets, cleaner air and a better quality of life in your streets, why not support 
the campaign? You can become a local champion for your area or just lend support in general by 
going along to one of the meetings, which are on the second Monday of each month. The next 
meeting is on Nov 12th, from 6.30pm onwards at the All Saints Centre, 44 All Saints Rd. To sign the 
petition and for more information, see http://20splentyformerton.moonfruit.com  or else phone 
07810 108983. 

 

 

IN THE NEWS 

UK has experienced its “weirdest” weather on record 

The UK has experienced its weirdest weather this year with the driest spring for over a century to 

the wettest weather recorded between April and June. Some scientists also say there is no evidence 

that the weather changes this year were a result of man-made climate change. Experts from the 

Environment Agency, Met Office and the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology warn that the UK must 

plan for periodic swings of drought conditions and flooding. This will also have effects on other areas 

such as water management and if like us, you have had a bad harvest this year, on food growing as 

well. 

Energy companies forced to offer lowest tariff 

Prime Minister David Cameron has come out and said that energy companies will be forced to offer 

the lowest tariffs to their customers. Legislation to be brought before Parliament in the new Energy 

http://nationaltrust-mordenhallpark.blogspot.com/
http://20splentyformerton.moonfruit.com/
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Bill would be welcome to customers that face trouble understanding their energy bills and 

comparing tariffs between different companies.  This news came in the weeks that energy 

companies such as NPower and British Gas announced price rises in gas electricity. Ofgem has also 

unveiled proposals to force suppliers to tell customers about their cheapest gas and electricity tariffs 

on offer. Their proposals also included: banning complex multi-tier tariffs, personalised information 

to help customers get the best deal and ensuring customers default to the cheapest option at the 

end of fixed-term contracts.  

 

LOCAL EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 

Remember the Green Coffee Mornings which take place at Reds Bar and Grill on Wimbledon High 

Street opposite Wimbledon Theatre, 9.30-11am on the first Tuesday of the month. 

Merton Green Drinks Green Drinks is a regular, monthly, social meeting for anyone is interested in 
green or sustainability issues to meet and socialise with other like-minded people. They take place 
all over London and now there is one in Wimbledon. It is an informal event and everyone is 
welcome; why not come along and bring a friend? Please look out for our mascot, Graham, a small 
green, toy, troll; he will be on the table where we are sitting. E-mail: mertongreendrinks@gmail.com 
Takes place every 3rd Wednesday of the month at 8pm at the Hand and Racquet, Wimbledon. 
 
Wimbledon Farmers’ Market A chance to get your groceries direct from local farmers. Every 

Saturday, 9am-1pm, Wimbledon Park Primary School, Havana Road, SW19 8EJ. 

Living Green Centre Sustainable Merton often has volunteers in the Living Green Centre to answer 

any questions you have about green living and specific technologies.  

Parity Projects is offering short one-to-one advice sessions on reducing your energy bills at home, 

in the Living Green Centre on Wednesday 28th Nov 12-2pm and 6-8pm. Book a session with an eco-

renovation expert by phoning 020 8545 6856 or emailing caroline.pankhurst@nationaltrust.org.uk.  

New Morden Hall Farmers’ Market New farmers’ market started on Saturday 23rd June. Fresh fruit 

and veg, free range from Kent, tasty preserves and relishes, Somerset cheeses, cakes and bakes, 

artisan stalls. Organised by City and County Farmers’ Market and the National Trust. Every Saturday 

10am-3pm, Morden Hall Park.  

Rag Rug Making from Transition Town Wimbledon Come along and learn how to use recycled 

materials to make beautiful bags and rugs. To find out when the next session is call Thelma on 020 

8540 2536. 

Wimbledon Food Group Meeting at Joyce Pountain’s house, the address is 13 Lancaster Gardens, 

SW19 5DG. Monday 12TH November at 7.30pm. 

The Urgency of Climate Change: 3 New Facts and What we need to do. Organised by Merton Green 

Party, Sustainable Merton, Transition Town Wimbledon and United Nations Association with 

speakers: Harold Forbes, Nick Robins and Tom Walsh. Wednesday 14th November, 7 for 7,30pm to 

9pm, Mansel Road Centre, SW19 4AA (Behind Trinity United Reformed Church, 5minutes walk 

from Wimbledon station).  

mailto:mertongreendrinks@gmail.com
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Wimbledon Frost Fayre This is a new event organised by Mums on the Go. The Frost Fayre will echo 

the traditional Winter Frost Fayres of the past, showcasing local arts, crafts, food and other artisan 

products. With live music and entertainment, locals will be treated to a taste of festive things to 

come along with the opportunity to get a head start on Christmas shopping. Stalls will be available 

inside the large church hall, with additional pitches in the adjacent church garden (accessed from the 

hall) for food and drink stalls. If you are a small producer and do not think you will have enough to 

fill a whole stall, there may be opportunities to share a stall with another producer. For more 

information, contact victoria@mumsonthego.co.uk. Sat 17th Nov 10am-6pm, St Mark's Church, 

behind Wimbledon Library, SW19 7ND. 

Sustainable Merton AGM The business part of the AGM will start at 7.30pm with a speaker and an 

open discussion on the coming year for Sustainable Merton and the Green Deal starting at 8.15pm. 

Refreshments will be available. Thursday 29th November, 7.30pm at the Guardian Centre, 67 

Clarendon Road, London, SW19 2DX.  

Tree Dressing Day Celebrate our amazing trees and help us remember how important they are to us 

by dressing our Christmas trees with your handmade crafts. A free event run by the National Trust. 

Sunday 2nd December, 11am-3pm, Morden Hall Park. 

Christmas Market Celebrate Christmas with a visit to Santa’s Grotto and receive a special gift! Have 

a go at making Christmas cards, decorations and wreaths and browse a wide variety of stalls at our 

food and craft fair. Enjoy the sounds of festive carols and live music throughout the day and visit our 

Café and Shop for delicious treats and Christmas gifts. Join us in the Stable Yard to help decorate our 

twelve Christmas trees and make sure you don’t miss the live animals brought down by Dean City 

Farm! Suitable for all ages and it is £7.00 per child to visit Santa’s Grotto and receive a gift. To book 

for Santa’s Grotto, please call 020 8545 6850, (Booking opens on 1st November 2012). Run by the 

National Trust. 1st and 2nd December 11am-4pm, 8th and 9th December 11am-6pm, Morden Hall 

Park. 

 

Become a member of Sustainable Merton 

I.......................................................................would like to become a member of Sustainable Merton. 

Address:.................................................................................................................................................... 

Email:........................................................................................................................................................                  

Telephone/mobile:.................................................................................................................................. 

I enclose a cheque/cash for £10 for my annual membership fee      

I am a UK taxpayer and I want Sustainable Merton to gift aid this donation and to treat all previous 

donations for the charity’s current financial period and the previous four and all donations I make in 

the future, until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. I am currently paying UK Income Tax or 

Capital Gains Tax that is at least equal to or more than the tax Sustainable Merton reclaims in the 

current tax year.       

mailto:victoria@mumsonthego.co.uk

