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Welcome to all our supporters and members. Thank you to all those who have volunteered their 

time and energy over the last few months: we hope you enjoy our Spring Newsletter. 

 

OUR NEWS 

Sustainable Merton office and drop in centre 

 

 

Spring is meant to be here but it doesn’t feel like it at the moment with the cold and the rain, we will 

have to wait and see what effect the unseasonal weather will have on the wildlife and the 

allotments. 

Our office is generally open on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10am to 3pm, so do 

drop in if you would like to discuss projects or ideas.  

Directions – From the Morden Hall Park garden centre go through the archway into the park and 

turn right. Then enter by the door marked ’Boiler House’ and we are upstairs on the left.
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Tamworth Farm Allotments - New Project 

After many years of neglect nearly 4 acres of land 

is being cleared of brambles and rubbish to create 

65 new allotments. Sustainable Merton has 

received over £77,000 in funding from the Food 

Fund – part of the Big Lottery – to create the new 

allotments. Allotment holders will benefit from a 

new water supply. The work has already started 

and should be completed by early summer. 

We will be establishing a community plot for 

everyone to enjoy and learn from, sharing work 

and produce amongst the volunteers. We’ll provide tools and equipment, advice and guidance and a 

friendly welcome for anyone who’s interested. We also will help primary school children from St 

Mark’s Primary School to manage their own food growing plot using sustainable techniques. We will 

offer opportunities for a group of socially excluded young people to grow their own food 

sustainably. 

 This project will turn a site marred by litter and anti social behaviour into a food growing hub for the 

local community. None of this would have been possible without the help of grants and kind 

donations from the Food Fund, Merton Council and local volunteers. Thank you! 

Please email us at sustainablemerton@googlemail.com if you are interested in becoming a volunteer 

or an allotment holder and we will contact you when the site is complete and ready for the public. 

 

 

Mitcham Town Centre Regeneration 

About One Mitcham 

Through the new Mitcham Town centre regeneration scheme, the town centre will benefit from 

better transport links and improved design and appearance, which will allow easier movement 

around the town for pedestrians, bus users and cyclists. Mitcham Fair Green area will also benefit 

from new paving, lighting and seating. The council will provide businesses with support to revamp 

shop fronts and help with business plans to develop a more vibrant local economy. 

The One Mitcham team was created to improve the town centre and to create a directory of events 

and activities taking place in and around the area. It is currently made up of members of Future 

Merton (LB Merton), Studio Weave architects, London Sustainability Exchange and local community 

champions. We are looking to connect and promote all the good things taking place in the area, and 

mailto:sustainablemerton@googlemail.com
http://sustainablemerton.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/merton-council.jpg
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need representatives from community groups and organisations, businesses and individuals to help 

us. Get in touch and get involved! 

Check us out at: www.onemitcham.com Twitter: @OneMitcham                                                     

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/OneMitcham 

Events yet to come include Love Your Local Market, a nation-wide celebration of local markets, a 

food festival. At the heart of these events is a plan to improve how people experience the market, 

local shops and businesses, and the town centre of Mitcham. 

 

Phipps Bridge Community Garden 

 Over the winter at the Phipps Bridge 

Allotment we have been concentrating on 

the original plot of land that we first took 

over and putting it to bed for the winter and 

getting it ready to plant in the coming 

months. We have been using our own 

compost to build up the soil level of our 

beds and weeding them so they are ready to 

plant. We planted onions and broad beans 

before Christmas and they are now looking 

healthy. We trimmed the fruit trees, 

weeded and wood chipped the paths and 

cut back and weeded around the compost bins and the trees around the plot; the site is now looking 

very smart since we have done this. We have created one large plot by taking out the paths and this 

has been manured and rotovated; we will be weeding it and taking out any rubbish so that it is ready 

to start planting in the next month.  

Our busiest day seems to be Wednesday, when there are often sixteen or more people, which 

makes taking a break for tea, coffee and snacks into a real social occasion.  

If you would like to join us please contact Gillian Leigh – gillianuk@btinternet.com. 

 

The Green Deal Project 

The government's Green Deal scheme is a new way for householders to pay for home improvements 

designed to improve energy efficiency and reduce energy costs. Savings are gained through better 

insulation, a more efficient boiler, draught proofing and other measures. Sustainable Merton is 

publicising the scheme across the borough and ascertaining local residents' views of it. To enable the 

Department of Energy and Climate Change to learn more about how the scheme might be run, 60 

free household assessments were offered to local residents at no cost.  

 

http://www.onemitcham.com/
http://www.facebook.com/OneMitcham
mailto:gillianuk@btinternet.com
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Social Media and Sustainable Merton 

We have recently started increasing our web presence. We’ve just updated our webpage where 

everything about Sustainable Merton can be found. 

We are also on Facebook and Twitter, where by following us you will always be up to date with our 

latest activity, projects and upcoming events. 

We are currently also working on using Project Dirt more and have included an introduction to the 

site below. 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sustainablemerton?fref=ts       Twitter: @SustainableMert 

 

Project Dirt 

Project Dirt is an online green community network for people that are running green projects and 

those that are interested in green projects. Project Dirt was set up by Mark Shearer and Nick 

Gardner on its first test site in Clapham Junction in April 2008 with 1 project and 5 members. By 

early 2012 Project Dirt had grown to 5,000 members by word of mouth alone in London and in early 

2013 they released their new site for the whole of the UK. The idea behind Project Dirt is to facilitate 

sustainable activity taking place and to make it more accessible to learn from other people and 

projects.  

On Project dirt each project has its page with a news feed of all its latest activity and the activity of 

any clusters it belongs to. You can see who is a member or follower of your project and events can 

be added to the project. Journal entries for projects can be added along with pictures to the Gallery 

from any activity on the project. Under the forum section on your project you can start discussions 

to do with specific aspects of it. Projects will also belong to a cluster on Project Dirt, clusters are a 

new feature of the website and clusters are being set up and are based on location or an interest 

such as the London cluster or the Bee Lovely cluster as an example. The clusters act as mini networks 

and you can search for other projects that are happening within that cluster. You can register on 

Project Dirt and have your on profile on the site where you can become members or followers of a 

project and have the same features of a project page with a news feed, journal, gallery, events and 

friends.  

Sustainable Merton has a page on Project Dirt but in the past it has been rather forgotten, however 

it is our next target in improving how we communicate with people alongside newsletters, the 

website, Facebook and Twitter. In the next coming months we will be improving our use of Project 

Dirt and our project page and updating it alongside with our other communications. In the next 

newsletter we will provide an update on how we are doing alongside with our other web based 

communications. 

To have a look at Project Dirt yourself and to explore the site, you can go to 

http://www.projectdirt.com/.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/sustainablemerton?fref=ts
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Transition Town Wimbledon 

Colliers Food 

There is a new co-operative food shop being planned for Colliers Wood - and a lot of progress has 

been made so far.  

There is now an active group of 6 people in the management committee. They are receiving advice 

from the Co-operative Group and are currently looking for an empty shop.  Special bags are being 

made, a lovely new flyer has been printed and a newsletter is being designed. Colliers Food was very 

well received at the 'What's Going on in Colliers Wood' event on 26th Jan, signing up 50 or so new 

people to the network. As a co-operative, Colliers Food will be run on a one member, one vote 

basis.  

Colliers Food will start by selling non-perishables. They already have a small buying group, buying 

from Infinity Foods. There will be a catalogue of products and Colliers Food will take a small markup 

(10-15%) to fund the project. Colliers Food also wants to build a food hub, bringing together local 

food shops and cafés to encourage local sourcing and working together. It will also look at supplying 

schools and hospitals.  

Colliers Food hopes to formally launch itself with a showing of the Co-operative film "The Rochdale 

Pioneers" (possibly at the Odeon). This is an inspiring story of hope, determination and principles 

that should help people to understand what co-operatives actually are and how they work.  

 

Join Colliers Food and find out more at the website www.colliersfood.co.uk .  If you'd like to get 

involved in organising things, please contact  eat@colliersfood.co.uk Also, you can ‘Like’ Colliers 

Food on Facebook and on Twitter.  

Health & Wellbeing in Colliers Wood 

Making Colliers Wood Happy is launching a new Health and Wellbeing project. This will encourage 

residents of blocks of flats to take an interest in growing food in communal areas and cooking 

healthy meals. A grant is being provided by The Merton Partnership, which is made up of 

representatives from local public bodies (the council, police, NHS Trusts etc), the community and 

voluntary sector, and the business community. The first step will be to engage people - flyers will be 

distributed to invite people to help with digging and making raised beds. When people can see that 

something is happening, this will be a catalyst encouraging more people to get involved. People will 

then be invited to join classes in horticulture, healthy lifestyle choices and cookery. 

Pop-Up Shops 

Many retail outlets are empty in Wimbledon and with the collapse of HMV, Jessops and Blockbuster, 

it looks like there will soon be more! 

Empty shops and too many charity shops are bad news for any town centre. A better option would 

be to create Pop Up Shops. This means allowing a succession of small local traders or community 

groups each to use the space for a week or two. This would bring new interest to Wimbledon Town 

Centre, as well as helping to grow local business and support the local community. Love Wimbledon 

is looking at creating Pop Up shops ... and TTW will keep you up to date on any progress with this.  

 

http://projectdirt.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11ae285f437a8e396ee71f073&id=6ec656e5c6&e=721dc9fc0f
mailto:eat@colliersfood.co.uk
http://projectdirt.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11ae285f437a8e396ee71f073&id=b169c397e2&e=721dc9fc0f
http://projectdirt.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11ae285f437a8e396ee71f073&id=b169c397e2&e=721dc9fc0f
http://projectdirt.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=11ae285f437a8e396ee71f073&id=6b00f65ede&e=721dc9fc0f
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Bikes and Lorries in Merton 

And finally, London Cycling Campaign has just rated Merton as one of the worst councils in London 

on protecting cyclists from lorries. If you are concerned about this, perhaps write to your local 

councillor or MP. 

 

Local Groups 

How can your business become ‘greener’ for free?  

The local Greening Business Programme offers free support for businesses to reduce costs by 

implementing environmental initiatives. Run by Merton Chamber of Commerce, a qualified 

environmental adviser will visit your business  then provide you with a free action plan, tailored to 

your needs and priorities, outlining how you can save costs by changing your lighting, waste 

collections, energy supply etc – as well as receiving advice about relevant ‘green’ suppliers and some 

free energy/water-saving products. Businesses who have been helped have saved on average £1,000 

a year, as well as improving their sustainability credentials. The programme operates in Merton and 

five other London boroughs and is financed by the European Regional Development Fund. If you’re a 

small/medium business and would like this free support, please contact the team on 020 8944 5501 

or email greeningbusiness@mccbusinesssolutions.co.uk. 

Visit http://www.mccbusinesssolutions.co.uk/greening/index.htm for more information. 

 

 

In the news 

New nuclear power station announced. 

Planning consent has been given for the construction of the first new nuclear power station in the 

UK, the first since 1995. The planned power station will be at Hinkley Point, Somerset, and operated 

by NNB Generation. It will be one of the largest power stations in the UK and generate enough low 

carbon electricity to power 5 million households. 

Bidders announced in the Carbon Capture and Storage Commercialisation Programme 

Competition  

The Peterhead Project in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and the White Rose Project in Yorkshire have 

been announced as the two preferred bidders in the UK’s £1bn Carbon Capture and Storage 

Commercialisation Programme Competition.  Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) is the process of 

capturing waste carbon dioxide from coal and gas fired power stations and heavy industries and 

mailto:greeningbusiness@mccbusinesssolutions.co.uk
http://www.mccbusinesssolutions.co.uk/greening/index.htm
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transporting it to safe storage, but only if it is developed at a large scale. Secretary of State for 

Energy and Climate Change, Edward Davey said: 

“Today’s announcement moves us a significant step closer to a Carbon Capture and Storage industry 

– an industry which will help reduce carbon emissions and create thousands of jobs.” 

 

Upcoming events 

Community initiative One Mitcham invites the people of Mitcham and surrounding areas to 'Spring 

Fair Mitcham' on 13th April.  

Introducing new spring-themed market stalls with a special appearance from Deen City Farm's 

newest lambs, chicks and rabbits for families to meet, planting activities, history walks, recycling and 

reuse projects and much more. Spring Clean! Mitcham's high streets will get a spring clean, with an 

army of window cleaners visiting the town centre on the day. Clocking in the springtime! A special 

display of local clock collector's 2,000 timepieces will be available for all to see. Spring Swing! With 

local school bands and groups performing swinging tunes to get a spring fling thing going on! 

Upcycling Wimbledon & Festival of Ideas - Sat 20th April 11am-2pm & 2pm-3.30pm, St Mark’s 

Church Hall, SW 19 7ND 

 11am – 2pm Come along and find out about upcycling – doing something better with food, fabric, 

clothes before discarding. Lots of ideas – for mending clothes, ways to use up food reaching its ‘use-

by’, making a lovely shopping bag or rug with beautiful old fabric, and lots more. Children’s activities 

too. If you would like to help or have an idea for a stall, contact julietboyd@doctors.org.uk 

2-3.30pm What can we do to make Wimbledon better? 

Brainstorming workshops on topics like – making Wimbledon more attractive; walking and cycling; 

saving energy; encouraging crafts … or any other topic. There will be time at the start for 

groups/individuals to tell everyone what you/your group is doing now. For more information or to 

let us know you are coming along or if you want to suggest other topics, contact 

joycepountain@virginmedia.com. 

Grow more food networking event – Thursday 25th April 6-8.30pm, London Christ Church, 27 

Blackfriars Rd, London, SE1 8NY This networking event is open to all community food growers and 

will include a presentation from Mark Ridsdill Smith of Vertical Veg and workshops to help you grow 

food effectively in your growing space including: Increasing yields in small spaces: Mark Ridsdill 

Smith; Grow to Sell: increasing yields to make money: Ida Fabrizio and Getting the most out of your 

growing space - crop rotation and site layout (tbc). We will also be providing information about 

measuring your harvest and launching our new campaign to get London growing more food! Plus 

meet people running successful food projects in London and chat over food and drink. Booking is 

essential. To book using event brite go to http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/event/5849003527/eorg. 

This event is £5 for Capital Growth members or £10 for others. The price includes delicious food 

from Hackney Growers Kitchen. If you have any questions email paola@sustainweb.org.  
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Make Your Own Shopping Bag – Monday 29th April 2-4pm, in the Chapter Room at St Marks 

Church (behind Wimbledon Library) 

Come along and join this friendly group. Learn some basic sewing techniques or help others to do so. 

Bring your own fabric or select from the range provided. 

Regular events 

Green Coffee We are currently looking for a new home for Green Coffee and are trying out different 

venues, please check the venue here:  http://www.projectdirt.com/project/7935/ . This is a get-

together for people interested in environmental and community issues. It’s an opportunity to 

exchange ideas and plan how to make Wimbledon a healthier, happier and more sustainable place. 

We normally meet up on the first Tuesday of the month and everyone is welcome. First Tuesday of 

the month, 9.30am-11am. 

Merton Green Drinks Green Drinks is a regular, monthly, social meeting for anyone is interested in 

green or sustainability issues to meet and socialise with other like-minded people. They take place 

all over London and now there is one in Wimbledon. It is an informal event and everyone is 

welcome; why not come along and bring a friend? Please look out for our mascot, Graham, a small 

green, toy, troll; he will be on the table where we are sitting. E-mail: mertongreendrinks@gmail.com 

Takes place every 3rd Wednesday of the month at 8pm at the Hand and Racquet, Wimbledon. 

Allotment work – every Wednesday in Phillips Bridge Community Garden 

Volunteers are on site at our community garden on Wednesday mornings from 10am to late 

lunchtime and by arrangement at weekends. Find out more from garden project co-ordinator Gillian 

on 07956170141. 

Wimbledon Farmers’ Market A chance to get your groceries direct from local farmers. Every 

Saturday, 9am-1pm, Wimbledon Park Primary School, Havana Road, SW19 8EJ. 

Living Green Centre 

Sustainable Merton regularly has volunteers in the National Trust’s Living Green Centre to answer 

any questions you have about green living and specific technologies. 

Rag Rug Making with Transition Town Wimbledon 

Come along and learn how to use recycled materials to make beautiful bags and rugs. To find out 

when the next session is call Thelma on 020 8540 2536. 

TTW Community Gardens – Christ Church and Fireplace 

There are regular work days throughout the growing season. The Christ Church garden is in West 

Wimbledon and the Fireplace Garden is just off Kingston Rd. To find out when the workdays are, get 

in touch with wimbledonfoodgroup@gmail.com. 

Make a Difference This group meets up ay a different Colliers Wood location each month from 

10am-12 pm. At the last meeting, everyone got together in the alleyway between Devonshire Road 

http://www.projectdirt.com/project/7935/
mailto:mertongreendrinks@gmail.com
mailto:wimbledonfoodgroup@gmail.com
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and Myrna Close to tidy and prune and plant lavender, cyclamen and spring bulbs. For more 

information on where to meet in subsequent months, see here: 

http://www.makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk/. Second Sunday of the month, 10am-12pm. 

 

The Windmill Market – Second Saturday of the month, St Mark’s Church, behind Wimbledon 

Library SW19 7ND 

This is a new market organised by Mums on the Go. This market will showcase local arts, crafts, food 

and other artisan products. The next market is on 13th April. If you would like to take a stall or want 

more information, contact victoria@mumsonthego.co.uk. 

Colliers Wood Community Garden 

Fridays 10am – 12noon & 2.30-4.30pm and Saturdays 10am – 12noon at the back of Christ Church 

hall, in Colliers Wood. Join Keith and friends for some gardening. For more information, contact 

keithaspears@hotmail.com. 

Sow and Grow Local, First Thursdays of the month. Salt and Pepper Cafe, 177 Replingham Road, 

SW18 5LY. 

Cost is £6 per session. Refreshments are available. Find out more by contacting Tim on 07836781498 

or email gbfoodcycle@gmail.com. 

 

Become a member of Sustainable Merton 

I.......................................................................would like to become a member of Sustainable Merton. 

Address:.................................................................................................................................................... 

Email:........................................................................................................................................................                  

Telephone/mobile:.................................................................................................................................. 

I enclose a cheque/cash for £10 for my annual membership fee      

I am a UK taxpayer and I want Sustainable Merton to gift aid this donation and to treat all previous 

donations for the charity’s current financial period and the previous four and all donations I make in 

the future, until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. I am currently paying UK Income Tax or 

Capital Gains Tax that is at least equal to or more than the tax Sustainable Merton reclaims in the 

current tax year.       

Signature……………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

  

http://www.makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk/

