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Thank you -- to all our supporters! 
 
We start with some news and then go on to a diary of events in March. 
With your help we have achieved a lot in February, but March is shaping up to be even 
busier. We will send out a few more updates over the next few weeks as well. 
  
The Phipps Bridge Garden Allotment Project 
In the past month people have continued to give us 
their time and enthusiasm (see right). The battle 
against the brambles continues, but we have dug a 
reasonable sized area where we can start planting now 
that the weather is warmer. First to go in were some 
parsnips, and we are planning peas, beans, potatoes, 
garlic and have bought some fruit bushes. 
 
 
 

Some of the soil has been tested, and though it 
looks and feels good, the nutrient content is low. 
So until we can improve it some of the plantings 
will have to be in containers and raised beds. We 
can’t use chemical fertilizers especially because 
of our proximity to the river Wandle……so we 
have built our first compost bin from broken up 
wood pallets (see left) and it is beginning to fill 
with dry leaves, garden waste and manure.  

  
If you have any excess lawn cuttings we will 
gratefully make use of it. 

  
We will also plant clover in some areas and various types of beans in others to capture 
nitrogen. The first couple of years are always an uphill battle. 
 
 

The paths are taking shape using woodchips kindly 
donated from the wood yard next door (see picture left).  
We have a plan for drainage, and the promise of a 
mechanical digger and drainage piping.  

 
And we have bought 100 mixed hedge plants from BTCV 
to plant along the border fence and encourage wildlife. 
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And we have finally got rid of the rubbish from four of 
the six allotments, and spent hours demolishing the 
huge central pile of old wood and couch grass ,while 
sieving out the good soil. (see right) 
 
As the weather gets warmer over the next month we 
should be able to start planting more seeds. 
 
 
Come along and lend a hand……10 am to 1 pm 
SAT/SUN/WED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROLL ON THE SPRING! 
 
 
We have been awarded a £1,000 grant from Capital Growth to buy tools and storage. 
 
The February Quiz/supper night was a resounding success, with about 75 people in 
attendance, and nearly £500 made for the Garden Project. (Next one in April) 
 
Sustainable Merton had a presence at The Waste and Recycling day at Morden Civic 
Centre on the 11th Feb, (Tom, and Gillian) and about 30 children from Poplar primary school 
were helped to plant seeds in pots to take away with them, and watch them grow.  
 
Ruth attended a Growing Communities Workshop in Hackney. This group aims to achieve 
change in the way food is produced and supplied, by means of an organic fruit and 
vegetable box scheme and a weekly organic Farmers' Market. They have 0.5 acres of land 
on 3 tiny plots in local parks where they grow salad for the boxes. Otherwise everything is 
bought in. The mark-up on the boxes subsidizes the growing activities and pays for 18 part-
time staff. This is a different kind of set up from our community allotment, but it is heartening 
that so many individual groups are working to make a difference. 
 
We had a meeting with Ground work (Tom and John) to discuss the food fund bid, and 
how our two groups can work together in promoting community grown food.  
 
Housing Strategy for older and vulnerable people of Merton. 
Tom gave a presentation at a meeting concerned with this issue. 
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Anaerobic Digestors  
You wait ages for an anaerobic digestor and then two turn up at once.   
We have been in talks with Workspace Glebe about their plans to use organic waste to 
produce biogas and thus electricity at an industrial site in Raynes Park. Commercial food 
waste is placed in a tank of water and then moves through a sealed process to create a gas 
and an inert residue that can be used for compost.  
 
In general, we are in favour of small local power plants; they are more efficient since the 
heat generated when making electricity can be used to heat local homes and schools, 
rather than going to waste.  We are also pleased that the developers seem to be genuine 
about making an attractive building and improving the biodiversity of the site and so we 
hope that we can work with them to come up with an acceptable plan. Here is a link to the 
developer's website: http://www.rainbowecopark.com/  
 
A public meeting is planned to discuss the proposal.   
  
Meanwhile, the multinational SITA has recently announced plans for a much 
larger anaerobic digestor at their existing waste facility at Benedict's Wharf in Mitcham.  So 
far, the plans resemble a large industrial facility with no attempt at landscaping.  Even more 
seriously, they have no plans to use the heat generated to benefit local people. We hope 
this is only their first draft. 
  
If any members are interested in this subject and have questions or comments we would be 
pleased to hear from them. 
 

DIARY 
OF EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every second Wednesday of the month – Green Drinks from 8pm – in the Ted Higgins 
Bar, The Sultan Pub. Norman Road, off Haydons Road. 
 
Saturday March 7 --- 2.15 pm 
Discover more about birds in Merton and how they are faring during these changing times. 
Roger Tomlinson, Community Talks Officer for the RSPB, will be giving a talk for the 
Wimbledon National Trust Association in Christ Church Hall, Cottenham Park Road, 
Wimbledon. Find out more 020 8947 2639. 
 
Sunday March 8 --- 7pm-8:30pm  
CLIMATE CHANGE SESSION at Holy Trinity Church on the Broadway. How we can get 
involved with supporting activities in Merton schools and community 
 
A short talk, a Quiz, a question and answer session and some practical things to do.   
 
Wednesday March 11 --- 8pm (coffee/tea from 7.30) 
At The Holy Trinity Church, 234 Wimbledon Broadway (As part of weekly Lent Explorations 
into Ecology, Faith and Stewardship of the Earth) A Lecture by Nick Robins, Head of 
HSBC’s Climate Change Centre of Excellence, author of Sustainable Investing. 
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Other Lectures at the same venue (8 pm) 
 
March 18th--- John Bell, author, preacher and musician from Iona Community. 
March 25th--- Ellen Teague, author of Becoming a Green Christian. 
April 1st --- Professor Simon Owens, Head of Strategic Projects, Royal Botanical Gardens 
Kew. 
 
Sunday March 15 --- 5.30 pm --- THE AGE OF STUPID  
Epochal, mind-changing environmental documentary movie "The 
Age of Stupid" premieres nationally.   Wimbledon Odeon has 
booked the film into its largest screen for a showing on this day 
only.   A live video link from the national premiere in Leicester 
Square will link over 60 screening Odeons, for Q&A afterwards 
with director Franny Armstrong & producer Lizzie Gillett. 
Book soon as places are filling up. 
  
Saturday March 21 --- 11.30-3pm 
Action in Merton event; Come and see how to deal with anti-
social behaviour. 
Mitcham Town Centre near Clock Tower. Approximately 20 agencies from the Local 
Authority, Metropolitan Police, London Fire Brigade, National Health Service, Housing 
providers and other partners will be promoting their services to the community. Radio Jackie 
and The Professor will be present to entertain you. The event is being supported by The 
Home Office. 
 
Tuesday March 24 --- 10- 4.30pm – Media Training 
Climate Change and the Environment – Get your message across. WWW.talkaction.org 
At St. Ethelburga’s, 78 Bishopsgate, London. EC2N4AG 
To book call 020 7324 4774 or mail jelliott@talkaction.org 
 
Saturday March 28 --- 8.30 pm – EARTH HOUR  
The WWF (World Wildlife Fund) are asking people all over the 
world to switch off their lights for one hour. How about inviting 
friends over for a candle light dinner? 
 
Sunday March 29 --- at 8 pm - Screening of Al Gore’s film An 
Inconvenient Truth 
St Mary’s Church, Wimbledon Village. 
 
Wednesday April 1 --- Climate change Camp hits the City of London 
 
1 April, Wednesday, 12:00pm, Climate Camp hits the City of London. On  
the eve of the G20 leaders' London Summit, don't let them get away 
with it: join the camp in the Square Mile!  Don't let the financial and 
fossil fools make the rules!   
 
Bring a pop-up tent, sleeping bag, wind turbine, mobile cinema, action plans and 
ideas...let’s imagine another world. Venue: European Climate Exchange, Hasilwood House, 
62 Bishopsgate, EC2N 4AW. Updates, information or to get involved,  
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visit: http://www.climatecamp.org.uk/g20 
or subscribe to announcements at: https://lists.riseup.net/www/subrequest/climatecamp 
 
Thursdays  April 9th and 16th ---  11a.m. - 3pm   
Morden Hall Park  --  Family Holiday activities for all the family - £1.50 per child - no booking 
necessary.  
 
Easter Monday April 13 ---   11a.m - 3pm Easter Trail 
Morden Hall Park --- Collect a trail from the snuff mill and explore the park.  Collect a 
chocolate prize on completion £2. per child 
 
Wednesday April  15th ---  11a.m. - 12.30pm   Spring has sprung 
Morden Hall Park ---  Join the warden for a walk around the park looking at how the season 
affects it.  Booking essential as numbers limited - tickets available from National Trust shop 
£3. 
  
LATER IN THE YEAR 
 
Morden Park on August 31 
Merton's annual Horticultural Show has been running in conjunction with the Merton & 
Wimbledon Lion's Club summer show for a number of years now - combining the two shows 
attracts a larger crowd to both. The former is held in the bandstand area in Morden Park 
and the Lions occupy the adjacent field. 
  
The show is free to enter and monetary prizes and trophies are awarded. 
Classes/categories include:---Vegetables, Fruit, Flowers, Floral Art, Preserves, cookery, 
Home Made Brews, Junior.—With an Auction of unwanted produce to finish up with.  
  
In September 2009, Transition Town Brixton (TTB) will launch the Brixton Pound: a local 
currency which can be spent only with local Brixton businesses. It will make money work for 
Brixton by supporting smaller shops and traders who are under threat from the recession 
and from larger chains. Money spent with independent shops circulates within the local 
economy up to three times longer than when it's spent with national chains, research by the 
New Economics Foundation has shown. 
 
The Brixton Pound will encourage people to think about where their money is going and 
commit to spending a proportion of it locally. It will help to maintain the diversity and 
uniqueness of Brixton's shops and market, build pride in  
 
Brixton, and establish a more resilient, connected community in troubled economic times. 
On the environmental front, TTB will support local businesses in sourcing more goods and 
services locally, reducing their carbon footprint. 
 
A Brixton Pound will be worth £1 sterling and can be exchanged for sterling at issuing 
points. It already has support from Lambeth Savings and Credit Union, a financial 
cooperative owned by its Lambeth based members. 
 
JOIN THE BRIXTON POUND 1000 CLUB! 
You can show your support by signing up to the Brixton Pound 1000 Club. By joining the 
Club you will be one of the first 1000 people to commit to: 
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•    Buy a minimum of 10 Brixton Pounds when they are launched in September. 
•    Spend them as often as possible (and ask for them in change).  
•    Report any useful information or ideas back to TTB. 
 
To join, please send an email to brixtonpound@googlemail.com with your name, email 
address, and postcode (required) as well as you phone number and address (optional). 
More info WWW.brixtonpound.org 
 
 Brixton will be the third Transition Town to have its own currency, following Totness in 
Devon and Lewes in Sussex both of which have been very successful and received national 
media coverage. 
There are now plans to start Transition Town Merton, and leaflets about this will be 
distributed at the screening of ‘The Age of Stupid’ on Saturday 15th March, at the 
Wimbledon Odeon (see diary of events above) 
 
 
 
 

SUSTAINABLE MERTON   
reg.charity no 1123041 

 
WWW.sustainablemerton.org.uk 

Coordinator: 
Tjwalsh56@hotmail.com 

 
020 8540 0622  /  07779879091 

 
 

 
 
 


