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Welcome to all our supporters and members. Thank you to all those who have volunteered their 

time and energy over the last few months: we hope you enjoy our Spring Newsletter. 

 

OUR NEWS 

Sustainable Merton office and drop in centre 

We are pleased to welcome Lois 

Ainger as our new Volunteer 

Coordinator. Lois will be looking 

after new and old volunteers and 

coordinating their time on projects.  

We are currently open on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday from 10am to 3pm, so 

do drop in if you would like to discuss projects 

or ideas.  

Directions – From the Morden Hall Park 

garden centre go through the archway into 

the park and turn right. Then enter by the 

door marked ’Boiler House’ and we are 

upstairs on the left. 

The Old Boiler House, Morden Hall Park, 

Morden Hall Rd, SM4 5JD.Tel – 020 3417 

0476 Email: 

sustainablemerton@googlemail.com
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Phipps Bridge Community Garden Project 

This has been a flourishing couple of months 

with volunteer attendances in September and 

October having nearly doubled the hours of 

last year. 

We had a very successful Bonfire Night on 6th 

November which was organised by the Friends 

of Phipps Bridge and it was attended by nearly 

80 people.  

Work was done on the second shed at the 

allotment with a new roof and strengthened 

sides. Composting is encouraged and a new large compost bin has been built using wood pallets to 

accommodate the large amount of compostable waste produced.  

Some areas of harvested land have been dug over and green manure planted. Winter crops have 

been sown including broad beans, onions and garlic. In the next couple of months spring planting 

will begin. 

Volunteers have been planting a mixed hedge along the South side of the garden to encourage wild 

life and increase security. 

 

 

Low Carbon Zone (LCZ) Project

As the Low Carbon Zone Project comes to an end, there has been a lot of activity. 

Several businesses were helped to install green measures such as low energy lighting, with the help 

of Merton Chamber of Commerce – Going Green Plus. 

An assembly was held at Haslemere Primary School to congratulate the eco-warriors in Saffron class 

for their hard work in helping to save energy, water and waste in the school. 

Sadly the CESP project planned for the Cherry Tree Estate has fallen through due to multiple factors. 

There is an Energy Awareness Day on Tuesday 13th March from 12 till 3 pm at the South Mitcham 

Community Centre, Haslemere Avenue, when a variety of speakers will talk about how the good 

work of the Low Carbon Zone project can be carried forward into the future.  

To finish off the two year LCZ project there will be a final event on 31st March at the South Mitcham 

Community Centre from 4.30-7.30pm. The event will celebrate the achievements and thank those 

that have been involved. A final round up of the project will be in the summer newsletter. 
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Tamworth Farm Allotments 

Work has started on the Tamworth Farm Allotment site to clear a plot of land for St Mark’s Primary 

school. 12 people have been involved in clearing the plot of land and in the end we had two lorries 

full of rubbish that we had cleared. We will be using the plot of land to teach St Mark’s Primary 

school sustainable gardening during the next two terms. We are working towards finalising the plans 

for the rest of the allotment site over the next month.  

Sustainable Food for Merton 

Sustainable Merton continues to act as the lead organisation for Capital Growth's 28 food-growing 

spaces in Merton. As part of this we'll be organising various activities in the next few months, once 

the weather gets a bit warmer, to encourage people to grow their own food. We'll also be 

promoting activities that other food-growing spaces are carrying out.  

Please contact us.....If you run a food-growing space in your school or community. Keep us posted of 

your activities so that we can help with promotion or resources.  

If you know of a site that people would like to turn into a food-growing space, please also let us 

know.  Also ask them to register as a new Capital Growth space. 

Capital Growth are currently offering on-site training in a number of topics targeting schools or 

community groups - including getting started, curriculum links, composting, orchard care, involving 

the community, site planning and crop rotation.  

Sustainable Merton is opening its Phipps Bridge allotment on 17 March as part of Capital Growth's 

"Big Dig" event, aimed at attracting new volunteers to get involved in their local food-growing 

spaces. Other gardens in Merton are doing the same - see www.capitalgrowth.org to find your local 

space and go along and help. We will also be holding a seed/seedling swapping event at our Big Dig 

event at the Phipps Bridge Allotment. 

Love Food / Hate Waste 

A very successful training day was held at the Snuff Mill, Morden Hall Park, in November by WRAP     

(Waste and Resources Action Programme) a government initiative to promote working together for 

a world without waste. See www.wrap.org.uk for more information on conserving and making the 

best of food at home. 

Transition Town Wimbledon

Hundreds of people came along to the first 

Abundance Fruit Day. It was held on September 17th 

in St Mark’s Church garden, in the centre of 

Wimbledon. Jams, jellies, chutneys, cakes, sweets and 

fruit pies, made from fruit collected around 

Wimbledon, were donated to the event and helped 

raise over £600. This money will go towards 

http://www.capitalgrowth.org/
http://www.wrap.org.uk/
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supporting the Abundance project for another year. As well as raising money, the Fruit Day event 

was a wonderful celebration of the abundance of fruit growing around Wimbledon and of the 

kindness of people who don’t want to see this fruit going to waste.  

Things will go quiet over the next few months, but if you would like to be involved in Abundance 

Wimbledon next year, please contact abundancewimbledon@gmail.com or phone Joyce 0208 946 

3750/Juliet 0208 946 2514.  

Fruit Day was opened by Mayor Gilli Lewis-

Lavender, an enthusiastic supporter of the 

Abundance project. Some people brought along 

fruit to turn into juice at the fruit press or to 

exchange at the Fruit Swap. Fresh apple and pear 

juice could be sampled, as well as jam and bread 

tasting and a pie-making demonstration. The Fruit 

Day event was made possible by the many kind 

people who made jams, chutneys, cakes, pies etc., 

as well as the 40 or so volunteers who helped on 

the stalls.  Also, St Mark’s Church allowed use of its 

garden and hall at a greatly reduced charge, the 

fruit press was kindly lent by the Acacia Intergenerational Centre in Mitcham, the wonderful 

International Ukelele Orchestra played for free and local horticultural expert Alan Green generously 

gave his time to advise people on looking after their fruit trees.  The event was also supported by 

Elys, which provided a maslin pan (used for jam making) and vouchers as prizes for competitions and 

the raffle.  

Food Waste Collection - the extension of food waste collection to the rest of the borough was 

recently approved. For full details, see http://www.merton.gov.uk/democratic_services/w-

agendas/w-fpreports/1103.pdf 

The Morden Tavern has been saved from demolition (bats were found in the attic). The Campaign 

for Morden Tavern wants to turn this council-owned building into a community pub. (Thanks to 

SW19 newsletter for this story.) 

Rag Rug Making Group - there are now some places available. 

Contact joycepountain@virginmedia.com if you want to join in this very sociable group, which meets 

up once a month on a Saturday morning. 

 

Energise Merton 

Sustainable Merton is working in partnership with the London Sustainability Exchange on a project 

to see how Merton residents can gain maximum benefit from all sorts of energy saving technologies. 

100 households across the borough will be visited by volunteer climate change champions who will 

be able to talk through appropriate energy saving measures for your house and their relative cost 

benefits, and can explain how government and local policies on topics such as Renewable Heat 

mailto:abundancewimbledon@gmail.com
http://www.merton.gov.uk/democratic_services/w-agendas/w-fpreports/1103.pdf
http://www.merton.gov.uk/democratic_services/w-agendas/w-fpreports/1103.pdf
mailto:joycepountain@virginmedia.com
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Incentive, Feed-in-Tariff and the Green Deal may be able to help you. If you would like to take part in 

this project please get in touch. Email your name, contact details (phone, address and email) to Tom 

Walsh at tjwalsh56@hotmail.com to express an interest. The project will run until late March with 

the final results published in mid April.  

This research should leave Merton well placed to make the most of the planned Green Deal when it 

comes on stream later this year, enabling households to reduce their energy consumption and make 

their homes warmer without any upfront costs. A training day was run recently with 22 attendees 

and everyone learnt more about the project from Sumi Ejiri from London Sustainability Exchange 

and increased their knowledge about specific technologies from Russell Smith of Parity Projects.  

 

Adopt a Green Space 

As the weather improves, 'Adopt a Green Space' has been spreading its wings.   

Merton Council put out a press release to advertise this scheme which is designed to make it easy 

for individuals and groups to take over the management of some of the Council's smaller green 

spaces. 

We were excited to get a call from ITN News and the Leader of the Council, Stephen Alambritis, Fliss 

Collier of Transition Town Wimbledon and John White from Sustainable Merton found themselves 

being interviewed in front of a suitably neglected looking space. 

Enquiries about adopting spaces have started to come in.  Although the scheme is mainly aimed at 

Council land, we have begun negotiations about using some large areas of private land, with 

hopes of a community orchard and a wildflower meadow.  

Meanwhile, Wimbledon Park Resident's 

Association have been leading the way by 

planting a big fruiting hedge to 

enhance their local recreation ground.  

Adopt a Green Space will contribute to 

putting up a sign to advertise the 

Association's efforts and hope that it will 

encourage other community groups to 

follow their example. 

For further details and contact information 

go to: www.adoptagreenspace.org.uk 

Living Green Centre 

SM continues to help welcome volunteers to the new Living Green Centre in Morden Hall Park's 

newly renovated stableyard. Several hundred people each week have been visiting the new centre 

since it opened last November, and have been enjoying learning about how they can make their 

homes more energy efficient. 

mailto:tjwalsh56@hotmail.com
http://www.adoptagreenspace.org.uk/
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 SM will soon start holding regular drop-in advice sessions in the centre, to give one-to-one advice to 

visitors who want to know more about how they can implement specific technologies. To mark the 

start of these sessions, SM will be holding a big drop-in session on Friday 16th March, during Climate 

Week.  

 If you would like to attend, please arrive by 2 pm. More volunteers are still needed in the centre, so 

if you would like to help, either just welcoming people to the exhibitions or giving the more technical 

advice (training will be provided), please let us know.  

The centre continues to provide a regular programme of activities and temporary exhibitions. The 

latest exhibition is called "Untold stories" and tells stories that local people remember from visiting 

the park many years ago. For more news, look at posters in the park or sign up to the project blog: 

http://nationaltrust-mordenhallpark.blogspot.com/  

 

LOCAL EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 

Remember the Green Coffee Mornings which take place at the cafe - 40 Wimbledon Hill 

Road, SW19 7PA, 9.30-11am on the first Tuesday of the month. 

Green Drinks Members of Sustainable Merton, Friends of the Earth, Transition Town Wimbledon 

and others gather for a drink or two every second Wednesday each month, from 8ish to late. The 

NEW venue is The Prince of Wales pub, on Morden Road, opposite the Big Yellow Storage. 

Wimbledon Farmers’ Market A chance to get your groceries direct from local farmers. Every 

Saturday, 9am-1pm, Wimbledon Park Primary School, Havana Road, SW19 8EJ. 

Living Green Centre Sustainable Merton has volunteers in the Living Green Centre every Tuesday 

and Saturday to answer any questions you have about green living and specific technologies.  

Energy Awareness Day Come along and hear from a variety of speakers about the Low Carbon Zone 

and about what lies ahead for the residents of Merton. Tuesday 13th March 12-3pm at the South 

Mitcham Community Centre, Haslemere Avenue.  

Transition Town Wimbledon is showing the film "The End Of The Line" about sustainability and the 

fishing industry. Free entry, donations welcome. Enquiries to julietboyd@doctors.org.uk Thursday 

March 15th 7:30pm in Trinity United Reformed Church, Mansel Road SW19 4AA.  

Living Green Centre Drop in Day The start of drop-in advice sessions run by Sustainable Merton at 

the Living Green Centre is for those that want more advice on specific technologies. Friday 16th 

March 2-4pm. Living Green Centre, Morden Hall Park. 

Capital Growth’s Big Dig The Phipps Bridge Allotment will be taking part in Capital Growth’s Big Dig 

Saturday 17th March, 11 am till 3 pm. Phone 07956170141 for directions. 

Final Wandle Valley Low Carbon Zone Event As the Low Carbon Zone project comes to a close this 

event will celebrate the project and thank all those that have been involved in the project. Saturday 

31st March 4.30-7.30pm at the South Mitcham Community Centre, Haslemere Avenue. 

http://nationaltrust-mordenhallpark.blogspot.com/
http://www.powmerton.co.uk/
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=SW19+3BP
mailto:julietboyd@doctors.org.uk
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Pop-up Polka Fair Pop into Polka on the first Sunday of every month for our new free pop-up fair, 

which will feature handmade crafts, gifts and delicious treats! Sunday 1st April 11am-4pm, Polka 

Theatre.  

Grow Your Own Discover how to grow your own vegetables including art activities, £4 a family. 

Thursday 5th April 11am-3pm in the Snuff Mill, Morden Hall Park. 

GLA Hustings The hustings for the Greater London Authority elections will be taking place with the 

elections on the 3rd May. There will be some candidates there to come and talk about issues covered 

by the GLA, all are welcome. The issues include: environmental issues, fire and emergency, health, 

transport policy, housing, planning and development, culture, economic development and 

regeneration. The Hustings is hosted by Transition Town Wimbledon, Transition Town Tooting, 

Wimbledon Civic Forum and St Mark’s Church.  Tuesday 24th April at St Mark's Church, St Mark’s 

Place behind Wimbledon Library at 8pm.  

Learn about dragonflies and damselflies, including life cycles, habitats Meet real life larvae from 

the River Wandle.  Themed crafts. £4 a family. Thursday 7th June 11am-3pm Snuff Mill, Morden Hall 

Park. 

Open Squares Weekend Phipps Bridge Allotment will be open to members of the public to come 

and see as part of the Open Squares Weekend Sunday 10th June 10am-5pm, Phipps Bridge 

Allotment. 

Green Day Out Find out how to live a greener lifestyle with stalls including local food, green 

gardening tips, eco-craft and entertainment from live bands. Fun day out for all the family. Sunday 

1st July 11am-4pm Morden Hall Park. 

 

Become a member of Sustainable Merton 

I.......................................................................would like to become a member of Sustainable Merton. 

Address:.................................................................................................................................................... 

Email:........................................................................................................................................................                  

Telephone/mobile:.................................................................................................................................. 

I enclose a cheque/cash for £10 for my annual membership fee      

I am a UK taxpayer and I want Sustainable Merton to gift aid this donation and to treat all previous 

donations for the charity’s current financial period and the previous four and all donations I make in 

the future, until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. I am currently paying UK Income Tax or 

Capital Gains Tax that is at least equal to or more than the tax Sustainable Merton reclaims in the 

current tax year.       


