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Welcome to all our supporters and members. Thank you to all those who have volunteered their 

time and energy over the last few months: we hope you enjoy our Spring Newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR NEWS 

Sustainable Merton office and drop in centre 

We have been happy to welcome 
new volunteers in the past couple of 
months which means we can keep 
the office open for longer and more 
days. Of course we always welcome 
new volunteers to help out.  
 
We are currently open on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 10am to 3pm, so 
do drop in if you would like to discuss projects 
or ideas. We are now able to keep our 
publicity materials, events gazebo and 

information leaflets all in one place so please 
come by to pick up anything you need. 
 
Directions – From the Morden Hall Park 
garden centre go through the archway into 
the park and turn right. Then enter by the 
door marked ’Boiler House’ and we are 
upstairs on the left. 
 
The Old Boiler House, Morden Hall Park, 
Morden Hall Rd, SM4 5JD. 
Tel – 020 3417 0476 Email ‐ 
sustainablemerton@googlemail.com  
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Phipps Bridge Community Garden Project 

  

After all the work put in by volunteers last 

year the SM Community Garden is flourishing. 

At the height of the last season we had 56 

people putting in a total of 608 hours of work 

in the month of September. We also had a 

successful work day clearing rubbish from the 

whole Phipps Bridge allotment site which was 

organised by the Phipps Bridge Allotment 

Association.   

 

Now that Spring is here there is plenty to do 

in the Community Garden, with completing 

the harvesting of parsnips, brussels sprouts, 

Jerusalem artichokes, Swiss Chard etc; 

planting early potatoes, spinach, radishes, 

lettuce, herbs and flowers; the beds need 

light weeding and preparing for cabbages etc; 

and soon it will be time to make the supports 

for planting beans and peas.  

 

Meanwhile the asparagus, which is in its 

second year, is beginning to come up, the 

rhubarb seems to have survived the winter 

and is growing again, the raspberry canes, 

gooseberry bushes and strawberry plants are 

looking healthy, the two apple trees and pear 

tree are coming into flower and the broad 

beans and onions planted last Autumn are 

thriving.  

 

The new reception area is a success and we 

now have two sheds for our tools and seed 

store and to keep the crockery etc for 

refreshments. One of the sheds needs repair 

and there will be a work day to strengthen the 

sides and fix on a new roof.    

 

Work is progressing with clearing brambles 

from a new area of land at the North end, to 

extend the Community Garden and to enable 

more people to take over the care of mini 

plots, either to just have a go at growing food 

for the first time or to get started while they 

wait for their own plot in the Council run part 

of the Phipps Bridge allotments.  

 

We have plans to give any excess produce to 

the Morden Hall Cafe during this season and 

we took our first donation there this week, 

which was 11.5 Kg of lovely organic Jerusalem 

artichokes. 

 

For more information and a full photo album 

of how this project was started, visit our 



3 
 

website www.sustainablemerton.org. There is 

a map and details of designated workdays. 

If you would like to help please come and join 

us on a Saturday, Sunday or Wednesday from 

10am to 1pm. Tools are provided. Wear old 

clothes and strong shoes. No prior knowledge 

needed, though experience is gladly 

welcomed! Phone Gillian (07956 170141) or 

Ruth (07503 155321) before you come. 

Volunteers clocking up 50 hours will get a free 

National Trust Card with access to NT gardens 

and a 20% discount at the Morden Hall Cafe 

and shop. 

 

 

 

Low Carbon Zone (LCZ) Project 
Haslemere primary school had the launch of 

their solar panels in the New Year and we 

expect panels on Benedict Primary school 

soon. 

 
 

Overall the project has employed ten young 

people through the Future Jobs Fund to work 

on the project over the course of the past 

year.  

 

200 homes in the zone have now been visited 

by Green Doctors helping the residents to 

save money and reduce their carbon 

footprint. This roughly works out at savings of 

£19,350, 72.24 tonnes of CO2 and 567,520 

gallons of water, which is roughly the size of 

an Olympic swimming pool! 

 

So far there have been 10 successful 
community engagement events since the last 
newsletter with residents including school and 
Church Christmas fairs and our Climate 
Champion meetings. 

 

Schools Garden Project 
Following a fairly slow start in the autumn, this year’s school garden project has now sprung into life. 

10 Merton schools are now benefitting from SM/TTW help. All of these schools have had seed 

planting lessons and are preparing their ground for planting out after the Easter holidays.  

One of the highlights of the project is watching schools create their own garden clubs and hundreds 

of children in Merton now benefit from this. If you would like to help with this project please contact 

Steve on steve_bettell@hotmail.com.  

 

Merton Green Energy Forum 
 

On Tuesday 22 March Merton hosted it first 

Green Energy forum held at the Council 

Chamber at Merton Civic Centre. Speakers 

included Chris Lee, Richard Davies, Chris 

Jones, Stephen Alambritis, Alison Henshall, 

Sarah Tebbot and Graham Peterson.  

The event covered what is green energy, why 

do we need green energy, options available 

for householders, businesses, schools, 

http://www.sustainablemerton.org/
mailto:steve_bettell@hotmail.com
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churches and community groups with the 

opportunity to speak to installers of solar PV. 

Including speakers 85 people attending our 

Green Energy Forum hosted in partnership 

with LBM. Attendees came from all sections 

of the community representing schools, 

churches, businesses and homeowners. Our 

speakers were able to give them a wide range 

of information on solar PV and other forms of 

green energy. The role of the new 

government feed in tariffs was explained and 

many attendees were able to discuss this with 

installers who had kindly attended.  

We would like to record our thanks to all the 

speakers and all of the SM team who helped 

out on the day with lovely cakes or admin.  

If you require more information on green 

energy contact us on 

tjwalsh56@hotmail.com. 

 

The Juice From Your Roof Project Update 
 

British Gas Solar is Juice From Your Roof’s preferred supplier of solar panel installations. If you  
are thinking of installing solar PV and taking advantage of the government’s feed in tariff you 
can contact British Gas Solar through Julia Bamford on 02380 461918.  Her email is   
Julia.Bamford@solartechnologies.co.uk.  
 
British Gas has agreed a discount for all Juice From Your Roof customers so it is essential that 
you mention Juice From Your Roof in every email and phone call to Julia.  
 

 

Capital Growth Grant 

Sustainable Merton has been awarded a grant from Capital Growth to be the "Local Lead" in 

coordinating all CG's food growing spaces in Merton. More details on the grant and what it entails to 

follow. 

Transition Town Wimbledon 

The Fireplace Garden set up near South 

Wimbledon by the Transition Town 

Wimbledon Food Group is coming on well - 

planting has finally started! It was a big job to 

clear the rubbish and get the space ready, but 

we've now planted strawberries, salad, herbs, 

aubergine and potatoes. We've also set up a 

water butt, and an old fireplace against the 

wall is giving the garden a bit of character! 

There are still opportunities for local people 

to get involved in the garden if they want to 

grow their own food - please contact Caroline 

on wimbledonfoodgroup@gmail.com.  

 

mailto:tjwalsh56@hotmail.com
mailto:Julia.Bamford@solartechnologies.co.uk
mailto:wimbledonfoodgroup@gmail.com
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TTW Food Group launched their second 

community garden next to Christ Church (16 

Copse Hill, SW20 0HG) on Sunday 10th April. 

As with the Fireplace Garden, they are looking 

for local residents to get involved in the 

garden on a regular basis, so do come along if 

you live nearby and would like to help.  

 

  

They have been lucky enough to get 

some free tools for both gardens from 

Wandsworth Prison (the Conservation 

Foundation's tool recycling project) but if 

anyone's got any more going spare then 

please let us know! 

Also on the horizon is Abundance Wimbledon 

- a project to help people gather fruit that 

would normally go to waste and do something 

useful with it. If you have a fruit tree in your 

garden and can't use all the fruit, or if you'd 

like to join our group of fruit pickers in the 

summer months, please get in touch with 

Joyce: joycepountain@virginmedia.com 

To find out more about the group’s activities, 

you can visit the website or the page on 

Project Dirt, or email 

wimbledonfoodgroup@gmail.com. 

The Energy Group recently had a presentation 

by Russell Smith on How to save energy in the 

home, which was very useful with lots of 

advice on assessing and planning energy 

efficiency in the most cost-effective and 

practical way. If you’d like more details about 

Russell Smith or his organisation Parity 

Projects, please visit this 

www.parityprojects.com . To find out 

more about the Energy Group, please contact 

Richard Davies via email 

richardlangtondavies@gmail.com or on 07787 

127506 (outside office hours). 

If you have draughty sash windows in your 

home, Hyde Farm CAN (Climate Action 

Network) has made a series of short films 

showing how you can make them draught-

proof. Visit the organisation’s website 

www.greenstreets.co.uk/hyde-farm-can/files/ 

if you’d like to learn more. 

They recently launched a new Re-skilling 

Group, with a presentation and workshop 

looking at the importance of different skills in 

a transition society. Activities from this group 

will be announced in the near future but, in 

the meantime, here are a couple of small 

projects working with recycled materials 

taking place locally: Re-making Jewellery 

(contact mariannezeck@hotmail.com / 07814 

863 592), Rug-making (contact 

joycepountain@virginmedia.com) 

TTW’S School Garden Club at Ricards Lodge is 

now up and running and whilst the club was 

slow to start in the dark days of January, the 

nicer weather means they now have an 

enthusiastic group of Year 7s attending, with 7 

mailto:joycepountain@virginmedia.com
http://www.wimbledonfoodgroup.co.uk/
http://www.projectdirt.com/group/wimbledonfoodgroup
mailto:wimbledonfoodgroup@gmail.com
http://www.parityprojects.com/
mailto:richardlangtondavies@gmail.com
http://www.greenstreets.co.uk/hyde-farm-can/files/
mailto:mariannezeck@hotmail.com
mailto:joycepountain@virginmedia.com
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students and growing. Recently the ground 

was rotavated, students have dug in the 

compost and seeds have been started off on 

the windowsill of the school technology lab 

which will be ready to plant soon. They are 

building a team of parents, staff and people 

living nearby to support the students. If you 

would like to help at the Garden Club, or can 

water plants during the holidays, or can 

donate any garden tools, seeds or unwanted 

paving slabs for the garden, then please get in 

touch with Joyce at 

joycepountain@virginmedia.com. 

 

May Project Gardens 

There are currently several ecological projects 

set up to help provide solutions to the global 

threats facing our planet. One such project is 

a community food growing project called 

“MAY PROJECT GARDENS” which aims at 

promoting sustainable living in Merton and 

involves organic vegetable growing (with as 

little negative effects on the environment as 

possible), and providing simple gardening 

services to the community such as growing 

beds preparations, garden clearance and 

providing basic horticultural training like: how 

to make compost, and easy steps to 

successfully growing your own food. 

 

 May Project is a fairly new concept set up in 

early 2009 and is entirely a non-profitable 

endeavour whose main outcome is to 

highlight the advantages of a permacultural 

existence. Perma-culture is nature’s definition 

of sustainability. It is an ecological design 

process which observes the global situation 

and creates a plan of action that will allow us 

to make best use of available resources and 

create a more productive system that meets 

all of our needs and creates minimal waste. In 

short it is a design system which seeks to 

create harmony between human needs and 

environmental needs. 

 

The May Project was founded by Ian 'K.M.T.' 

Solomon and Randy 'J.R.' Mayers, two young 

men with a passion for self-sustainable living. 

The site is a 280m2 plot of land divided up into 

sections (kitchen garden, main crop garden, 

food forest/mini orchard, and wild-life zone); 

the site also has a very productive apple tree, 

and a medium sized polytunnel. It is the aim 

of May Project to help make aware a solution 

to a global problem.  

 

 May project shows great promise for success, 

however much more support is needed if it is 

to reach its’ full potential.  The project is not 

only committed to organic food production 

but also aims at highlighting the concept of 

utilising renewable energy supplies to provide 

mailto:joycepountain@virginmedia.com
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the majority, if not all of our energy 

requirements.  May Project require the 

assistance of liked minded individuals willing 

to take action against global destruction. By 

providing education on the problems facing 

our world and some of the solutions possible 

today, the May Project tries to put across the 

sense of urgency and the need for collective 

action. 

 

If you would like to volunteer at The May 

Project Gardens site or would like to come 

and visit we are located at: 

158 Middleton Road, 

Morden, 

SM4 6RW 

Tel:  07852439970 (Randy), or 

07921917453 (K.M.T. aka Solomon). 

www.need2feed.blogspot.com 

We are also on projectdirt.com and 

facebook.com 

 

LOCAL EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Low Carbon Zone Litter Pick, very first event organized by Friends of Phipps Bridge in the Low 
Carbon Zone. Contact Tom for details. Thursday 5th May 2-4pm 
 
CND Fete of the Earth Wimbledon Community Centre, St Georges Road. Saturday 7th May 11am – 
3pm 
 
Transition Town Wimbledon Open Meeting Come along to find out more about the steering group 

and what we're planning next, plus a chance to say what's on your mind. At the Dog & Fox, 24 High 

Street, SW19 5EA, find the venue here. Tuesday 10th May, 7:30pm 

 

Low Carbon Wandsworth Explore how your business or community organisation can respond to the 
low carbon challenge. At The Performance Studio, South Thames College, Wandsworth High Street, 
London, SW18 2PP Thursday 12 May 2011 1.30pm - 4.00pm 
 
Underfloor Heating and Heat Pumps Taster Day at Living Green Centre in Morden Hall Park.  

Booking is essential. Please call 0208 545 6856 or e-mail mordenhallpark@nationaltrust.org.uk. 

Saturday 14 May at 9am – 12pm. 

http://www.need2feed.blogspot.com/
http://www.dogandfoxpub.com/contact.php
mailto:mordenhallpark@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Flooring and Materials Taster Day at the Living Green Centre in Morden Hall Park. Booking is 

essential. Please call 0208 545 6856 or e-mail mordenhallpark@nationaltrust.org.uk. Saturday 

21 May at 9am – 12pm.  

 

Wandle Valley Festival, please see the website for more details 

http://www.wandlevalleyfestival.org.uk/. 4th-5th June 

 

Mitcham Carnival, please see the website for more details http://www.merton.gov.uk/news-

events/events/mitchamcarnival.htm. June 11th 

 

Wimbledon Village Fair, please see the website for more details 

http://www.wimbledonvisitor.com/wimbledon_village_fair.html. Saturday 18th June 

 

Waterwheel renovation Taster Day at Living Green Centre in Morden Hall Park. Booking is 

essential. Please call 0208 545 6856 or e-mail mordenhallpark@nationaltrust.org.uk. Saturday 

25 June at 9am – 12pm 

 

Friends of Phipps Bridge Summer Fair, recreation ground on Phipps Bridge Road. Sunday 3rd July 

 

National Events for your diary 

Nuclear Power – the Great debate, join us in a debate on the proposition: "Nuclear Power has no 
place in the fight against Climate Change: it is simply a diversion which leads us away from the real 
answer, renewable energy". With Stephen Tindale, ex Executive Director of Greenpeace but a recent 
convert to the case for nuclear, and Darren Johnson, Green Party chair of the London Assembly 
Environment Committee. At Vernon Square Campus of SOAS (please note NOT the main campus), 
off Penton Rise near Kings Cross station/tube. Map here. Directions here. Thursday 12th 
May, 7.00pm 

 

Become a member of Sustainable Merton 

I.......................................................................would like to become a member of Sustainable Merton. 

Address:.................................................................................................................................................... 

Email:........................................................................................................................................................                  

Telephone/mobile:.................................................................................................................................. 

I enclose a cheque/cash for £10 for my annual membership fee      

I am a UK taxpayer and I want Sustainable Merton to gift aid this donation and to treat all previous 

donations for the charity’s current financial period and the previous four and all donations I make in 

the future, until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. I am currently paying UK Income Tax or 

Capital Gains Tax that is at least equal to or more than the tax Sustainable Merton reclaims in the 

current tax year.       

mailto:mordenhallpark@nationaltrust.org.uk
http://www.wandlevalleyfestival.org.uk/
http://www.merton.gov.uk/news-events/events/mitchamcarnival.htm
http://www.merton.gov.uk/news-events/events/mitchamcarnival.htm
http://www.wimbledonvisitor.com/wimbledon_village_fair.html
mailto:mordenhallpark@nationaltrust.org.uk
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=vernon+square+campus+penton+Rise+london&aq=&sll=51.530092,0.117953&sspn=0.006488,0.013797&ie=UTF8&hq=vernon+square+campus&hnear=Penton+Rise,+London+WC1X,+United+Kingdom&ll=51.529358,-0.121601&spn=0.00829,0.021973&z=16
http://www.campaigncc.org/vernondirections

