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Welcome to all our supporters and members. Thank you to all those who have volunteered their 

time and energy over the last few months: we hope you enjoy our Summer Newsletter. 

 

OUR NEWS 

Sustainable Merton office and drop in centre 

We have been happy to welcome 

new volunteers in the past couple of 

months which means we can keep 

the office open for longer and more 

days. Of course we always welcome 

new volunteers to help out.  

We are currently open on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday from 10am to 3pm, so 

do drop in if you would like to discuss projects 

or ideas.  

Directions – From the Morden Hall Park 

garden centre go through the archway into 

the park and turn right. Then enter by the 

door marked ’Boiler House’ and we are 

upstairs on the left. 

The Old Boiler House, Morden Hall Park, 

Morden Hall Rd, SM4 5JD.Tel – 020 3417 

0476 Email: 

sustainablemerton@googlemail.com
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Phipps Bridge Community Garden Project 
  

The Community garden continues to thrive 

and we have been harvesting potatoes, beans, 

parsnips,beetroot, courgettes, carrots, salad 

greens , herbs and flowers. 

The five fruit trees planted last year are well 

established and we have apples and plums 

now as well as rasberries, strawberries, 

gooseberries and of course plenty of 

blackberries. 

The  last piece of untamed land has been 

cleared and new people have joined to take 

up mini plots so that they can practise 

growing food with a view to perhaps taking up 

a larger plot in the general Council allotments 

in the future. 

On Saturdays, Sundays and Wednesday 

mornings we meet at our reception area for 

refreshments and to introduce new members 

to the Community Garden. 

If you are interested  in joining as a volunteer 

or would just like to visit just to see what we 

do, please phone Gillian 07956170141 or Ruth 

07503155321. Tools are provided. Wear old 

clothes and strong shoes. No prior knowledge 

needed, though experience is gladly 

welcomed! Volunteers clocking up 50 hours 

will get a free National Trust Card with access 

to NT gardens and a 20% discount at the 

Morden Hall Cafe and shop. 

  

Or see the illustrated story of the Community 

Garden on our website 

www.sustainablemerton.org 

The rest of the Phipps Bridge Allotment site, is 

gradually being taken up now by people from 

the Council waiting list, with the support and 

encouragement of the new Phipps Bridge 

Allotment Association.  

Meetings are now held monthly and the 

association has enthusiastic  Committee 

members and  a new website. 

 

http://www.sustainablemerton.org/
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Low Carbon Zone (LCZ) Project

Sustainable Merton had a very busy summer 

in the Low Carbon Zone, the highlight being 

our support of the Friends of Phipps Bridge 

Summer Funday on 3rd July. 400 local people 

enjoyed one of the rare hot days of the 

summer listening to live music while 

picnicking in the local park. 40 members of 

Sustainable Merton and Friends of Phipps 

Bridge helped make the day a great success 

and proved to everyone that the low carbon 

ethos can be fun.  

The Green Doctor visits in the LCZ have 

continued to help residents make savings of 

up to £100 of their energy bills while the 

Phipps Bridge community garden allows more 

local people than ever to get involved in food 

growing.  

On 13th July several SM members backed 

Friends of Phipps Bridge with a CESP 

awareness event on the Cherry Tree estate in 

the LCZ. If the CESP project succeeds, it will 

result in hundreds of homes in the LCZ being 

insulated to a very high degree and so result 

in major fuel savings for the residents. We will 

keep you posted on this exciting project in the 

next newsletter.     

On 

Saturday 

10th 

September 

residents 

from across 

faith groups 

came 

together to learn all about draught proofing! 

With the help of Community Draught Buster 

Martin Abraham, volunteers spent the 

morning learning new skills and knowledge on 

draught proofing buildings and the afternoon 

draught proofing Mitcham Parish Church. 

 Volunteers from across the Low Carbon Zone 

joined in and took part in the day…for more 

photos check out the Draught Proofing photo 

album on the Wandle Valley Low Carbon Zone 

official Facebook page. 

Energy refurbishment at the South Mitcham 

Community Centre set to ensure big financial 

and carbon savings. 

At a time when energy prices are rising and 

look set to continue doing so, the South 

Mitcham Community Centre is going to avoid 

the price hikes and reduce its bills.   

This has been made possible due to an 

extensive energy refurbishment of the centre 

where a range of new technologies have been 

installed to significantly reduce its energy 

consumption. 

Working with the community centre, the 

Wandle Valley Low Carbon Zone has invested 

over £10,000 towards a variety of energy 

saving measures. This includes a lighting 

efficiency upgrade which is set to save over 

9,000kg of carbon a year and currently up to 

£1,800 off annual electricity bills. 

Other works installed include cavity wall 

insulation, solar panels to power office 

equipment, occupancy sensors, boiler room 

insulation and thermostatic radiator valves, all 

of which are set to counteract rising energy 

prices as well as save funds. 

It estimated that whole energy refurbishment 

will save nearly £3,000 a year allowing the 

community centre to have a bigger budget for 

community services.  
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Schools Garden Project 

Our second year of running the school garden 

project came to an end this July and involved 

us working with 13 schools. Each school used 

our services in slightly different ways but all 

benefitted from our sustainable gardening 

expertise. The project allowed us to work with 

over 300 children as well as parents and staff. 

 

 

Several schools want to continue working 

with us in the new academic year and we will 

be contacting all of them in the coming month 

to discuss future projects. If any of our 

supporters want to help Merton schools 

become more sustainable please feel free to 

contact us.  

Some of the successes recorded this year 

include: Merton Abbeys wildlife area and 

pond, the new pond at Melrose, Cricket 

Greens lovely raised beds where the children 

got to eat their own produce, and the exciting 

gardening clubs being run by Singlegate, 

Haslemere, Cranmer, Bond, St Marks, St Peter 

and St Paul, St Thomas of Canterbury and 

Ricards Lodge. 

 

The Juice From Your Roof Project Update 
 

Around 40 quotations from British Gas Solar have been raised by you Juiced-Roofers in SW 
London’s solar buyers’ club, after you called BGS’s Julia Bamford on 02380  461918. 

 
Demonstration home for Juice From Your Roof solar in Wimbledon:  Huge thanks to Alison 
Pelikan, who’s offering her home in Victory Road for solar inspections by JFYR members & 

friends. For a by-appointment visit, call Ali on 020 8540 1971. She’s off Haydons Road & North 
Road. 

 
Five Wimbledon groups, including Trinity URC, Christ Church West Wimbledon & St Paul’s 

Southfields, are swapping quotes to get best-value solar kit installed on our halls.  At 7:30pm on 
Monday 19 September, St Mary’s Church in Arthur Road, Wimbledon Village, hosts a get-

together supporting green initiatives by Wimbledon churches. 
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Sustainable Food for Merton 

Sustainable Merton has been developing 

its role as Capital Growth's "Local Lead" for 

all the food-growing spaces in Merton. We 

held a picnic during Morden Hall Park's 

"Green Day Out" in July, for some of the 

spaces to meet up and chat about what 

they're doing and how we can help each 

other. We'll be planning something similar 

in the autumn, when the schools are back, 

as many of Merton's food growing spaces 

are currently in schools.  

In the meantime, we're asking anyone with 

a food growing space to send us a short 

paragraph about their space, with a photo, 

so that we can put them all together and 

promote the amazing food-growing that's 

happening in the borough. And if you've 

got a food event coming up, such as the 

Apple Day held by the May Project in 

August (pictured), or the Abundance Fruit Day held in Wimbledon on 17 September, do please let us 

know and we can help promote it. We'll also be sharing information about Capital Growth's events 

throughout London, such as the Edible Gardens Open Day which was held on 3 September: 

http://www.capitalgrowth.org/events/opengardens/, with a garden that has opened in Merton is 

the Christ Church Community Garden (Pictured below).   

For more details, join our Project Dirt page: 

http://projectdirt.com/group/sustainablefoodformerton or email info@sustainablemerton.org 

 

 

 

http://www.capitalgrowth.org/events/opengardens/
http://projectdirt.com/group/sustainablefoodformerton
mailto:info@sustainablemerton.org
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Transition Town Wimbledon

The Food Group is going from strength to strength, with various films and events being organised 

locally and 2 community gardens up and running at: 

The Fireplace Centre, off Kingston Road, near South Wimbledon, Christ Church, 16 Copse Hill, SW20 

0HG 

 To find out more about the group’s activities, you can visit the website or the page on Project Dirt, 

or email wimbledonfoodgroup@gmail.com. 

There are lots of fruit trees around Wimbledon, but many are not picked and fruit is being wasted. 

Abundance Wimbledon is a project encouraging people to make use of the fruit or give it away to 

someone who can. There are various ways to help: 

If you have a fruit tree in your garden, then let us know and donate the surplus to Abundance. We 

will distribute it, particularly to schools and people who can’t afford fresh fruit. If you need help to 

harvest, maybe we can lend a hand. 

Contact us at abundancewimbledon@gmail.com or phone Juliet (020 8946 2514) or Joyce (020 8946 

3750).  

To find out more about the Energy Group, please contact Richard Davies via email 

richardlangtondavies@gmail.com or on 07787 127506 (outside office hour).

In July some students from Ricards Lodge School were invited by Waitrose in Raynes Park to sell 

produce they’d grown in the school garden. They managed to raise £84.45, which will be used to 

support future growing activities. 

 

Living Green Centre 

The Livinggreen Heart of the Park project at the National Trust's Morden Hall Park is finally due to 

open to the public on Saturday 5th November 2011. The Heart of the Park project is a £2.5m project 

which centres on the sustainable renovation of the park’s 19th century stable yard and the 

installation of an Archimedes Screw (a low head micro hydroelectric turbine), in the river Wandle – 

the first turbine of its kind in London. The stable yard will become the heart of the 125 acre park, 

with an innovative interactive exhibition about “green living”, a café, stalls for craft artists and other 

visitor facilities. The stable yard is expected to be one of the most energy efficient historic buildings 

in the country. All energy used to power the facilities within the building will be generated on site 

from renewable sources, including the Archimedes Screw turbine (due to be completed in 2012), 

three different sets of solar panels, an air source heat pump and a wood burning stove. The project 

is part of a wider Livinggreen initiative in five European countries: http://www.livinggreen.eu/.  

Sustainable Merton and The National Trust will be working together on making the new Living Green 

Centre a success. Sustainable Merton will be running drop-in advice sessions on sustainability and is 

currently recruiting volunteers to help with these - please contact Tom at Sustainable Merton on 

http://www.wimbledonfoodgroup.co.uk/
http://www.projectdirt.com/group/wimbledonfoodgroup
mailto:wimbledonfoodgroup@gmail.com
mailto:abundancewimbledon@gmail.com
mailto:richardlangtondavies@gmail.com
http://www.livinggreen.eu/
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07779879091 if you are interested. The National Trust is also currently recruiting volunteers for 

various exciting new roles in the new Living Green Centre - please contact the project office on 020 

8545 6856 or heartofthepark@nationaltrust.org.uk if you are keen to get involved.  

The project has received welcome financial support from various sources, including the European 

Union, the Heritage Lottery Fund and Thames Water. However, the Park still needs around £250,000 

to be able to complete the project fully, so if you would like to make a donation or know of a 

company that would like to benefit from sponsorship opportunities, please contact the project 

office (details as above).    

The project launch event on 5th November is expected to attract much publicity, with music, 

children's activities etc.  

You can find out more and get the latest updates by signing up to the project blog: 

http://nationaltrust-mordenhallpark.blogspot.com/.  

 

LOCAL EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 

Remember too the Green Coffee Mornings which take place in Piaf (40 Wimbledon Hill Road, SW19 

7PA), 9.30-11am on the first Tuesday of the month. 

Green Drinks Members of Sustainable Merton, Friends of the Earth, Transition Town Wimbledon 

and others gather for a drink or two every second Wednesday each month, from 8ish to late. The 

NEW venue is The Price of Wales pub, on Morden Road, near Big Yellow Storage. 

Wimbledon Farmers’ Market A chance to get your groceries direct from local farmers. Every 

Saturday, 9am-1pm, Wimbledon Park Primary School, Havana Road, SW19 8EJ. 

Quiz night Friends of Phipps Bridge and SMCA are running a quiz night, tickets cost £6 and dinner of 

baked potatoes and fillings are included, there is no bar so you will have to bring your own drinks 

but soft drinks will be provided. If you would like to come please can you contact Tom Walsh as we 

need to know numbers for catering, Saturday 24th September, doors open at 7pm, quiz starts at 

7.30pm at the South Mitcham Community Centre on Phipps Bridge Road. 

Apple Day – meet the gardener for a walk and talk about apples at 11a.m, Saturday 1st October 12-

4pm at Morden Hall Park. 

Apple Day Discover more about the Great British apple with displays, apple tasting, and apple 

printing, Sunday 2nd October 12pm – 4pm at Morden Hall Park. 

Bonkers About Conkers and Holly Heaven Collect conkers from the avenue, and plant in compost 

provided by the café rocket. Help replant the holly hedge surrounding the rose garden. Saturday 8th 

October 10 – 4p.m at Morden Hall Park. 

Living Green Launch Discover Morden Hall Park’s fascinating new visitor centre, with hands on 

activities, exhibitions and tours, Saturday 5th November 12-4pm at Morden Hall Park 

http://uk.mc285.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=heartofthepark@nationaltrust.org.uk
http://nationaltrust-mordenhallpark.blogspot.com/
http://www.powmerton.co.uk/
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=SW19+3BP
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Become a member of Sustainable Merton 

I.......................................................................would like to become a member of Sustainable Merton. 

Address:.................................................................................................................................................... 

Email:........................................................................................................................................................                  

Telephone/mobile:.................................................................................................................................. 

I enclose a cheque/cash for £10 for my annual membership fee      

I am a UK taxpayer and I want Sustainable Merton to gift aid this donation and to treat all previous 

donations for the charity’s current financial period and the previous four and all donations I make in 

the future, until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. I am currently paying UK Income Tax or 

Capital Gains Tax that is at least equal to or more than the tax Sustainable Merton reclaims in the 

current tax year.       


